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Letter to a Japanese Returnee by Dan Brannen

Dear Tadashi,

It was sad to say goodbye to you at the airport today, maybe sadder for you alone on the flight
home than for the rest of us who are still here together. We hope that this letter will bring
encouragement to you and that you are reading this during your flight as we had planned. As
you can see we included pictures of your friends from the “Sayonara party” last night. We hope
these will help you remember to pray for each one of us as we pray for you.

The title of a book I am reading is, “The Pursuit of God in the Company of Friends.” I really like
this title because it describes just what we have all been doing together in the fellowship this
past year. I remember when you first joined our fellowship two years ago. You were probably
a little nervous being around a group of “religious freaks” who were always talking about
“God” and “Jesus.” But we are so thankful that you kept coming back because, as you said, you
experienced a sense of welcome in our group that you had never known before. As you know
now, what you experienced was the love of Jesus!

The title of my book also reminds me that God has created us for fellowship with Him but
also, importantly, deep fellowship and community with one another in the faith. We know that
finding such a community when you get home may be difficult. But I would encourage you
to ask God to help you find like-minded, like-hearted followers of Christ who can encourage
each other. It may take some time and it may be small at first—2 or 3—but Jesus promised
us that even where 2 or 3 are gathered in His name He would be present there with us. And I
frequently find comfort in Jesus’ promise to His disciples that He would never leave them, but
be with them to the end of the age. We are His disciples, and it’s not yet the end of the age,
so we are totally covered by this promise too! We will pray that God will help you discover or
build this “company of the committed” who can serve Jesus together in your community.

I am sure that many of your friends have reminded you not to forget the basics, the
“fundamentals” of remaining strong in your walk with Christ. I am glad that you have already
adopted the important habit of daily Bible reading. I personally find the One Year Bible reading
schedule helpful. It gives me a balance of reading from the Old Testament, the Psalms, Proverbs
and the New Testament every day. We have encouraged everyone in the fellowship to keep a
prayer-journal, and if you haven’t started this yet, consider this as a way to launch your prayer
life as you begin your faith-journey in Japan. Communicating with your Heavenly Father—with
praise, thanksgiving, requests, and remembering your family and friends—will be the best way
to keep this relationship active and growing.

I remember that you told me about your biggest concerns about returning home: facing your
family and friends, finding a good church, and living out your faith at work. (Did I forget,
“finding a Christian spouse!”) Each one of these topics needs a whole discussion, but let me
share a couple of tips that may be of help to you.
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In relation to your family my experienced Asian friend advises, “Go slow, keep low, don’t blow.”
Think long term. Following Christ is “a long obedience in the same direction” and influencing
our families for Christ also can take a long time. What your family needs to see, first of all, is
the attitude and character of Christ in you, and then there will be an opportunity to talk about
the reasons for the hope that you have in Christ. Pray for them. Love them. Serve them. Let God
prepare their hearts for the good news of Christ.

The above advice for dealing with families is not bad for handling your relationship with
churches as well. Some churches are afraid of returnees who act like they “know-it-all” because
they have lived and studied abroad. If you look for a church not only where you can be fed and
nurtured, but where you can serve in a way that God has gifted you, then you will be “starting
off on the right foot.”

In order to keep your faith at work and influence your colleagues for Christ you need to draw
on all of the resources we have just mentioned—a consistent pursuit of personal spiritual
disciplines, a tight group of Christian friends, a community where you are being built up in the
faith and the heart of a servant. You can do your best work on the job when you remember that
you are serving Christ who wants you to bless others. Your friends at work will eventually take
notice and be asking you about your purpose in life.

Tadashi, you have an exciting journey ahead. God is taking you on the most thrilling way to
live—being on mission with Him. And He always goes before you to prepare the way. We all
have the privilege of knowing and serving Him only by His grace. So don’t fear. Don’t lose
courage. Remember, nothing can ever separate you from God’s love.

And enjoy your mom'’s great cooking that you told me about!

Your brother in Christ,

Dan
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FIELIZEWE, HOPCH 2T TE0rE, PELIAREXIICEBTETIRR
WTL&XSD. BOIRRES 2, BBLBEZETSHI LTI, ZORDIC, BIFIck
2DiF. BONEDHRHRZ, BLICHEL TE T, BHNKRD> TEERENBRTE S
B BORRGHEZE LIRS ENTEET, ZLT ZNEZOHHDOE L TE-S
TERATAESZE LIRS LT, YRBICHATEADNS-T2ELTE, The
oy M, METOMAZED MR ZNZ25ATOTIREVX L, ZNREH &7
ADOVDLEDEETTTI, BUIBTOVEEHNZET LI LENTEERIICKDZLE, b
BIZEHATASDOEAREMEEAED., icK>TaAZ—JICAEE N EE L TR
BANBIENTELLIICEDET, ZTDLE, HRTBDHERTZE LWITIETHICE
BNBEZTNTEEILETLES, HETLDORETLELDORDY ZESEET. TN
ZH, TLHHBICED] W05 TEIcMAD E8 A, dtL HoOHZREL T.LOL
bbEzKDS LB TEHEA,

Mz 5 T Lid, EIONEDTEDOMLEES T LT, BENMU TS0,
PRUCIRE LR E W | | TRAEL, [HRTCORERZHA ] T, REMZLM S
TENTEBELDICESTED, BEHETDECTOAEHFICH L TEL.LZH DT
BOTU & DM BOMRHCI > 72 Z TSR > TTRELS, A ZADSREND ISk
T, BOLDORIKICH ZBANDEE M ENE L E, HEATRAICH L TLZHEX
9, TLT, TO—@BRELT, HRDBRIOMERD LV FRERLEENKT, L
ML, ZNZRNTIEED XA, A TAZEB—-LTELE AT ATHADHETD
BOMHEZRTIEEZDTIND,
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SHHIC (JCFN30 AFRZCKLET)

COMREZ Y — 27 7w 711G REZET—27 7w 7 1OffEkE LTESNE Lz,
PRI 2012 FTITHSHTTIC I0FENRERB LT LICAEDEITH, ZDIEFEALEDT
X, STELEDLLITIREFRLEDESINZZLOMETH S, WihFr—av
TR, FIFEANDFE, FTHADHETEH T &0, WIFERG EOHADEHITHEIC E
DEITHILTIUT I VD, ZLT, MEDEHARDEEZEDX S ITHRL, EDX
ICFVARDOSETHBIHAEICDEN DTV, LWVI XS GHEZEZ SV
FEEZTANEEDTT, SEIE. ESHICHADHEHEIIOWT, lAARDEICD
W, R EZ DT, B KR, BHEWR, & REER T, 2 U TRBEROER
T A S TCWREEE L,

1990 HIC JCFN DX Z A MU= CE-> T, SHETI0HAFEZWZ E Uiz, ZDR
ICEL DHANZ LRI ET 2 X 51220, WERIFAD S DIREZEIZHT S L
WED TR ED X LT, £HHARBIBND L  OFAEDBRZZT ANSEA
EEDDDDHH., TOELOHFT, WEERZ LIz 7V AF v »DOIEEDGHIERKE L
M NES ELTVET,

F i, JCEN3O AFE LR ZRI UL LTEC»7zaaF) « XU FIv 733204 S
A N EEHICHED, BIFRHADE ITNTE, HRFOHEOIFERINA TIVA R
T A I F—RBESFICEBINTERXDICARDE L, ThUCKD ., REZET +
O—7 v TR ATR?2 VI HEICH L TOEZ RO MAL L 5HRKELE
Do T EDEEDONET, MEZLZENDEBNMCVWEILKARKA NI 7I)—FbE
HAE D o> TV eI, @I EATHRANEBDBHWIHE LSS 1=
DT, TTETHENTZRENEZ SNTWC LI, WEZHDTHEWVWTLE I, I
Ehb 5T, RRICHEZEZBRZIMEZRC, KEEDOF v v 7| H2ZeDF vy 7
I, EEOEVICE LATVWSDTY, ZL T, HEDONDOANITTERICT Y
AF v VDREDOO NN, AT X« FURAMCHZETONEOHNZRE>TLE
S fEICEm LTV ET,

C OBEZ R L THL T2DIZZHmIICE 2 DOBEZ LB T A, —D. —
A= ADALZA « FUR D2 T2 OTF. FI2kRZXZHEEOLFEMBIANE U
TOTAT VT AT A FBRYOEKRTHLL TV TETT, EEOTRTOREICH
W, THOEOMIER ] ZHIcDF, FUAMIERD | Az BEONICEATLEE
BFYANMIBHTFEL TN T ETT, ZOXIICT 5 L Z REOFRICERmL TV,
XALDE NP ANERFREE, —D—DDMBEICH LT, FUXMDOHAMZE ST, HC
ERICEIL TG LTV TEMTEB EIIES> TV DT,

TOHE, TWo LXICEEZ T L ERDIZD LEWT) (NTIL 10:25) il LHL,
HOHIZDLOMSHDEIMNI SRRV ETY, FAeBiE— ATEMEERES C
ETEEV A, FHOEIRIENZ A o TWE5ENSTZ, Bl T, 55080
T, VIAF Y VDRDODICAD TV BENHDET, ThUVR2EY T4 « F)b—
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TRAE—I T IN—T8 BT LE. AT a3y TRHEY T A, Flebld, THWT
EWV S MBEDOHSEEHE L DD, HITBATOL ESIMESNTVEN ST,

A B 3RDEMTH > T, BT HRVETEBICFI AL - A ZARH>TIEDS
NrEeDOTY, fhid, BIEEBRRWITEVIBT LS I, ZORVWITERVZEHLNLD
A TLEESDTY, ) (ZAY 2:10)

TRZMHEMBENTETHENZ, VWA, BOKRNICH B I BHh 5, KithAld
DEFCHNE, FET, AL BLTLKEE o= A—ADREEZEDBRAZ, 5 EH & LA,
BNTLEEVWERT XS,

A7z B JCEN ICBFIEVWTE R TN HO LD, WDOTE THERHKE T,

DEEDSHRTDTCHBE I, K¥bILZEDbLELSIK, bDlLELLRDM:
ZBDLET. ) (INH* 20:21)

JCEN
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Appendix A IREIEHEII5RER

AE-IIIIL-T HFERCSMUERBAN ?

JCFN TIFEEZYR— R I BEHDRE—)LT)L— Tl ES%#2EHICER LT
WET, BIEKDES - AE—IJLIIL—TF(CEOSIMUTHTLIES L, B0t
BRWSEEF. FTILKIEUHBIBF LUV ESETCLEREEET |

AE-ILTIL—T : smallgroup@jcfn.org # (F/\3) £T
Hhig&E < : nihon@jcfn.org & - [H - GEFX THREIVEDEZE0N,

JCEN DA N—=([CIRDFEAN?

JCFN TIIH(CHVR > TIREE (CHEILDIEHR®. 6K - BRTOER
SEOCERNZIETUWEENWTWET,

HFO A=UZTUINITEESIZEN. (BN
http://membership.jcfn.org/

HRREEEELTVET,

JCFN DB EZX X B IHDMIFREEEE L TVET,. HF=EI
& F30 ML (=FM)] 3 ADORESE (CIREBIMEFY MEBh I
BIEDICHEEDHDHFE. BOTHNZESBNUET. (BiR(ELEL
B hkD)
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Appendix B IREIEHEIIET IV

JCFN Ry RFL X b BEECZF—&EF U, ENEEEZX. MEILHD
TZF— FEEEODEBEEOAVE-—REZMCIENTEET | FOTER
<fZ&ELN,

iOS : https://apple.co/2WOYYdN

Android:https://bit.ly/3yWRWSI

Spotify: https://anchor.fm/jcfn-podcast

Our Daily Bread: BHDFT /R—> 3> DEEN T T ITESNTEET ! | L\ D
TEESTE | HFZEENSDMELZERITENET,

iOS: https://apple.co/3k7IJWvh

Android:https://bit.ly/3st4cez

FE< RSTEE : icfiR 2017 DEEZ RSTYMAMN T THHRLT<NBZ 7T, B
BHOBMHC ! BLDFTR=23 2 INATILRAST 4 DIzl TOB™IITL
20\

iOS: https://apple.co/3z16iET

Android:https://bit.ly/2VW4TRX

PC hi : https://bible.prsi.org/ja/

YouVersion: #i#EER. UESDOINATILEDASEERET T ITY, =FIFR
EEEN—a>OEENADTVBIDEHND—D | e, KEE—HEIEDD
L_t@f%%%ng@ﬁ_&)@jﬂﬁjL\’E»J_/\iﬁ !

iOS: https://apple.co/3iUadxv
Android: https://bit.ly/3kOW2Ei
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